Convalescents who have received a course of emetine should be allowed to leave the bed very cautiously to allow the effects of the drug to pass off, and, if the pulse rate increases much,-they should return to bed. The author has seen" patients whose hearts were permanently strained for want of this precaution. It is necessary to emphasize at the risk of repetition that emetine is a powerful drug having a selective action on the heart muscle and that great care should therefore be taken when it is being used.
Emetine in 'pregnancy.?It has been suggested that emetine should be avoided in pregnancy as it may cause abortion. Some pharmacologists have stated that emetine increases the contractions of the uterus and have issued a warning against its use in pregnancy. On the other hand clinicians have given injections of emetine in advanced cases of pregnancy without untoward results. Recent investigations have shown that after a dose of one grain, assuming that the whole of the alkaloid is absorbed, the concentration of the drug in the blood cannot possibly be greater than 1 in 150,000 to 1 in 100,000. Such dilutions have little effect on the isolated uterus, and if there is any action at all, it is a tendency to relaxation. Acton and Chopra showed that abortion is more common in cases of bacillary dysentery and is produced by the bacterial toxins; they showed that the toxin of B. dysenterice (Shiga) is a powerful ecbolic. Emetine does not appear to be a causative factor in producing abortion and the coincidence of a miscarriage when injections are being given seems to be due to the toxins of the parasite rather than to the drug. Pregnancy is not therefore a contra-indication to the use of emetine. In menstruating women it is preferable to start the injections after the period is over, but in urgent cases treatment should not be deferred.
